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^ fosEA ,
THE CHURCH IN . The Korean

hurch is one of the world's younger

hurches but its rapid growth to a

ommunitv of 4,400,000 Christians,

bout 12.570 of the South Korean popu-

ation (35 million)
,
has been called

a miracle of modern missions".

Koreans themselves were the first

ffective missionaries to their own

ountry. Earlier foreign missions,

oth Catholic and Protestant, left

o lasting results, notably those of

e Cespedes, a Jesuit chaplain

1592), Karl Gutzlaff, a German

ietist (1832), and R.J. Thomas, a

felsh Congregationalist
,
the first

rotestant martyr (1866) . Catholic-

sm took root in Korea only after a

lonfucian scholar, Yi Seung-Hoon,

ought out Catholic missionaries in

’eking and was baptized to carry the

Lome in 1784, ten years before a

lissionary was able to penetrate the

'Hermit Kingdom". Korea. So also

dth Protestantism. It was a Korean

merchant , So sane-Yun, converted by

Jcottish missionaries in Manchuria,

/ho brought Scriptures and the re-

formed gospel to Korea in 1883, gath
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I

1 Korea in 1883, gathering a smaM.

2 group of believers together in his

3 home town a fail year before Pro-

4 testant missionaries successfully en-

5 Itered the country.

6 I
The first Catholic missionary was

7 la Chinese priest, James Chu, who

8 crossed into Korea in 1789 and was

9 beheaded in 1801 . Western CAtho-l-ic

10 priests, beginning with Pierre Mau-

11 bant, began to come from 1833 on,

12 but Korea remained officially closed

13 to Christianity and severe persecu-

14 tions kept the church underground.

15' In the last great persecution, 1866,

16 over 2000 Korean Catholics were kill-

17 ed. Nevertheless in 1882 when Korea

18 at J-a-fi-t began gr-adua-Tl-y to open its

19 doors to the outer world there were

20 (perhaps 17,500 Catholic believers.

2 1 |
The Protestant missionary pioneer

22 (was Horace Allen, M.D., a Presbyter-

93 ian physician who transferred from

94 China in 1884. His medical skill

25 savecl the life of a royal prince and

25 although open evangelism was still

07 prohibited he was permitted to open

o s a hospital, the-— Ue^aiJry—reeog-

2q
pi-zed Christian -institution in-^Korfta .

\ X* OAA.\^
Che first Protestant clergymen
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1 Horace G. Underwood, a

2 Piresby t er ian ,
and Henry G. Appenzel-
* rff'

3 ler, Methodist, Underwood baptized

4 the first Korean Protestant in Korea

5 in 1886 and organized the first

6 Protestant church the next

7 year. Appenzeller founded the first

8 Christian school, Paichai Academy,

9 in 1886. A dramatic Christian break-

10 through was the opening of Korea's

11 first school for girls by the Metho-

12 dists, Ewha Academy, in 1887. But

13 though the treaty ports had thus

14 been opened to the gospel, the inte-

15 rior was still closed to missionary

16 residence until Samuel A. Moffett

17 (moved into north Korea in 1892-3.

18 I
It was in the north that the

19 church grew most rapidly, beginning

20 about 1895 and reaching a spectacu-

21 lar climax in the Great Korean Revi-

29 val of 1907. The number of Protest-

23 ant adherents leaped from a couple of

24 hundred in 1890 to 50,000 in 1905

25 and to more than 200,000 in 1909. the

95 t^en^y^£44t-h -ann-i-versttry- of -Protrenstr-

97 anU missions. Communicant member-

28 ship was kept much lower (16,000 in

29 1910), for admission standards were

30 \very strict usually requiring a year_
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Dr more of supervised preparation for

new converts. Among the many rea-

sons advanced to explain the rapid

growth, primary credit was given to

the work of the Holy Spirit and to

the requirement that all believers

nust give regular time to Bible studv.

The cutting edge of the growth was

the evangelistic enthusiasm of Korean

laymen and women. Also important was

the adoption by Presbyterians of a

successful strategy of church plant-

ing (the Nevius Plan) which called

for self-governing and self-support-

ing Korean leadership of the national

church . More general factors eon-trir-

burting. to the progress of nis-friofts

included the waning prestige of the

country's old religions. Buddhism

and Confucianism, and the social and

political disintegration of the na-

tion as it fell to Japanese conquest.

The time was ripe for a faith that

promised hope and eternal foundations

.

For a while, however, after Japa-

nese annexation in 1910, church

growth slowed perceptibly under con-
iVwvvp/J

‘'-f*

stant government harassment. A con-
A

~

SDiracy trial in 1912 jailed scores

of prominent Christians including
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, I 'fc, (fjo
\J3M *

the Korean nobleman Yun Tchi-Ho, a

Methodist educator, for an imagined

attempt on the life of the Japanese

governor-general But although nume-

\k4,'| df* cL i ^^.<1 Vv*
4
' ,

rical growth faltered, church organi-

zation was strengthened as Koreans
^wvMAi'UjP •

found in the church an administrative

structure the Japanese could not con-

trol. Presbyterians had formed a

united, independent Korean church in

1907 as a presbytery. In 1912 they

raised it to a General Assembly. Inr

the--s-ame-^way two Methodist missions

transferred their ecclesiastical au-

thority in 4 -930 to a united, self-

governing Korean Methodist church.

Meanwhile other Protestant missions

had entered Korea in the wake of the

pioneering northern Presbyterians and

Methodists: Australian Presbyterians

(1889) ,
independent Baptists (1889)

,

Anglicans (1890) ,
Southern Presbyte-

rians (1892) . Southern Methodists

(1896) ,
Canadian Presbyterians (1898)

and Seventh Day Adventists (1903) . In

1907 Charles Cowman and

( Urr* |n _ .
yj

Kilbourne began . evangelistic we*?k for

the Oriental Missionary Society (now

OMS International) from which grew

Korea's third largest Protestant >
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urch, the Korean Evangelical Church,

e Salvation Armv entered in 1908.

The efUfferent missions very early

.w the necessity of avoiding unseem-

denominational competition. In

»05 a General Council of Evangelical

.ssions in Korea was founded, which

jcame the Federal Council of Protest-

it Evangelical Missions in 1912. As

irean denominations were organized

Lstinct from the foreign missions, a

Bderal Council of Churches and Mis-

lons was formed in 1919, changing

ts name in 1929 to the/National

hristian Council, and eventually to

he Korea National Council of Church-

s . Besides acting as channels

or church cooperation, the councils

sponsored series

f evangelistic campaigns

.

From the beginning the Korean

:hurch ha«-^been missionary ohw^h.

)ne of the first seven Koreans or-

lained to the Presbyterian ministry

In 1907 was sent as a missionary to

:heju island, and missions to Koreans

Ln Siberia (1909) ,
Japan (1909) and

Manchuria (1910) followed. These

earliest Korean missions centered on

work among ex-patriate Koreans but
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the churches --mi&ai^nary -eu-tr^a-ch

Vr.r, &v

as expanded to intercultural witness

hen the Methodists in 1910 and Pres-

yterians in 1912 undertook missions

o the Chinese in China. After World

rar II the whole world became a mis-

ion field for Korean Christians as

heir missionaries spread from

'hailand to Ethiopia, and from Viet-

Lam to Los Angeles.

The Korean church’s emphasis on

jvaneelism and missions has alwavs

)een clftarlv and n linked to

omDassionate soeia-1 concern and

xaG-t-ica-k- involvement^ 4n all the

Leeds of the people, even to patrio-

:ic protest against the injustices of

colonialist imperialism. The Rev.

:il Sun-Ju was more than Korea's

roremost evangelist in the Great Re-

vival; he was also an organizer of

:he 1919 independence movement a-

*ainst the Japar^se occupation, and

*7as principal Christian signator of

Corea's Declaration of Independence.

Df the 33 signers, sixteen were Chris-

tian. &t a Lime when only-3% of—the

country-wa-s- Christian

.

It was the Christian faith also

which revolutionized Korea education-
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pansion began, but an era also mar-

red by erievous divisions. During

the war the Japanese had forced an

artificial union, the Korean Christ-

ian Church, on Korean Protestants

,

pressuring it into a compromising

surrender to Shinto shrine ceremonies.

With the restoration of freedom the

union fell apart but reaction against

union plunged the churches into a de-

cade of shattering schisms. Presby-

terians, the largest denomination,

broke apart into four major groups

and a score of minor splinters. Ca-

tholics, the second largest, main-

tained their unity, but Methodists

and Korean Evangelical (formerly Ho-

liness) ,
the third and fourth, both

divided. In- addition ~new mission

groupsentered the country which

while not promoting division further

accented Protestant diversity: Sou-

thern Bantists . the Evangelical Alli-

ance Mission, a number of Pentecost-

al bodies, Nazarenes and Missouri

Lutherans

.

But the most devastating division

of all was political: the arbitrary

dissection of Korea after World War

II into two nations
,

a communist
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north and a democratic south. Until

then the majority of Korea's Christ-

ians had been in the north, but bru-

tal persecution from 1945 to 1950

stamped out the organized church in

the north. Not a single church build-

cU U-Jd .

was left in u . During the Korea

War (1950-53) thousands of Christian

refugees fled south.

In the south, despite the setbacks

of schism the church continued to
fiJ&V rvw»»<"*** IhikgJ 'iMj C|Vlyt«j ;

grow. New forms of witness were adap-

ted to the changing times. Suddenly

called to face communist invasion in

1950 the South Korean Armed Services

welcomed the formation of a Christian

Chaplains Corps though the country

was still less than 107o Christian.

Dur-ing the war (

1

-9 5A=£#)

—

thous ands of

Christian refug^3^?

—

fled south -from
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—

building -new

churches

—

ets
—they c-a-me-. Christians

commended themselves to the general

populace by unforgettable demonstra-

tion of compassion for the victims of

war through their hospitals, relief

organizations and orphanages agencies

such as World Vision, Holt Children's

Services, Compassion and the Christ-

ian Children's Fund. The first

cwJk r~d

Hutx < ^ eT ^
'n

'

jc at J ^
^
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hospitals, relief organizations and

the orphanaee#. of"Such Chrx s t rarr^agen

cie^-as - World - Vi-siom, Holt's Child-

rents- Sori-vee-s ,
Compassion and the

Christian -Children ’ s Fund . It' is

TWwd »* W^f ,

littie^wonder hhat through wars and

depressions and persecutions, the mi-

Uj ^
racle of growth continued . ami the

Christian community in Korea steadily

$ 0 f*'

doubled every ten years.
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1 ’KOREA, THE CHURCH IN. The Korean

cfiurch is one of the world's younger

churches but its rapid growth to a

commun itv of 4,400,000 Chr i s t ian s

,

about 12 . 57o of the South Korean popu-

lation (35 million), has been called

"a miracle of modern missions

Koreans themselves were the first

effective m-ioo’iofiar i-e-s to their own

country. Earlier foreign missions,

both Catholic and Protestant, left

no lasting results, notably those of

de Cespedes ,
a Jesuit chaplain

(1592), Karl Gutzlaff, a German

pietist (1832), and R.J. Thomas, a

Welsh Conereeationalist the first
ufU wno WM

Protestant martyr (*Wfr6-)
; ^j

Catho lic-

ism took root in Korea only after a

Confucian scholar, Yi Seung-Hoon,

sought out Catholic missionaries in

Peking and was baptized to carry the

lome in 1784, ten years before a

missionary^ was able to penetrate the

'Hermit Kingdom". -Ko-i^a . So also

with Protestantism. It was a Korean

merchant. So Sane-Yun, converted by

Scottish missionaries in Manchuria,

who brought Scriptures and the re-

formed gospel to Korea in 1883, gath-

ering a group of believers together
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gathering, a sawll

group of believe rs -t ngpther in his

home town a fu-Pl year before Pro-

testant missionaries successfully en-

tered the country.
Mr4r Vyvtfsn'*
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The first CUigKoTAe missionary was

a Chinese .pries t ,
James Chu ,

who

crossed into Korea in 1789 and was

beheaded in 1801. Wj&g tei33=^ctbQlic

priests, beginning with Pierre Mau-

bant, began to come from 1835 on,

but Korea remained officially closed

to Christianity and severe perSeCU-

Wv

tions kept the church underground.

In the last great persecution, 1866,

over 2000 Korean Catholics were kill-

ed. Nevertheless in 1882 when Korea

at La-at began gradua-U-y to open its

doors to the outer world there were

perhaps 17,500 Catholic believers.

The Protestant missionary pioneer

was Horace Allen, M.D., a Presbyter-

ian physician who transferred from

China in 1884. His medical skill

saved the life of a royal prince and

although op«n evangelism was still

prohibited he was permitted to open

a hospital, the- first—TegaTrly- r^eeg-

nized Christian ins titution- in—Kox^a
t a/\A\*<

The first Protestant clergymen ar-ri^
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ed iTr-tfl&a, Horace G. Underwood, a

Presbyterian, and Henry G. Appenzel-
K ;rf'.

ler, Methodist
} ^

Underwood baptized

the first Korean Protestant in Korea

in 1886 and organized the first

Kwean Protestant church the next

year. Appenzeller founded the first

Christian school, Paichai Academy,

in 1886. A dramatic Christian break-

through was the opening of Korea's

first school for girls by the Metho-

dists, Ewha Academy, in 1887. But

though the treaty ports had thus

been opened to the gospel, the inte-

rior was still closed to missionary

residence until Samuel A. Moffett

moved into north Korea in 1892-3.

It was in the north that the

church grew most rapidly, beginning

about 1895 and reaching a spectacu-

lar climax in the Great Korean Revi-

val of 1907. The number of Protest-

ant adherents leaped from a couple of

hundred in 1890 to 50,000 in 1905

and to more than 200,000 in 1909, the

twenty= f i-£t-h anniversary- of -Prutre-str^

ant missions. Communicant member-

ship was kept much lower
J
(16 , 000 in

1910)/ for admission standards were

very strict usually requiring a year
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or more of supervised preparation for

new converts r) Among the (many rea-

sons advanced to explain the rapid

growth, primary credit was given to

the work of the Holy Spirit and to

the requirement that all believers

must give regular time to Bible study.

The cutting edge of the erowth was

the evangelistic enthusiasm of Korean

laymen and women. Also important was

the adoption by Presbyterians of a

successful^ strategy of church plant-

ing (the Nevius Plan) which called

for self- governing and self-support-

ing Korean leadership of the national

church. More general factors contri-

buting. to the progress af-mis&ions

-included the waning prestigp of the

country's old religions. Buddhism

and Confucianism, and the social and

political disintegration of the na-

tion as it fell to Japanese conquest.

The time was riDe for a faith that

nromised hope and eternal foundations

For a while, however, after Japa-

nese annexation in 1910, church

growth slowed perceptibly under con-
\< \j ji*J i*

p
stant government harassment. A con-

A
SDiracy trial in 1912 jailed scores

of prominent Christians including
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the Korean nobleman Yun Tchi-Ho, a

Methodist educator, 'for an imagined

attempt on the life of the Japanese

zation was strengthened as Koreans

VvvWvivul 0,^41 b t\t<J
>

found in the church an administrative

structure the Japanese could not con-

trol. ^Presbyterians had formed a

united ,

»

x^«d--Ttr-tt) a General Assembly, »
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the same way two Methodist missions

transferred their ecclesiastical au-

thority to a united, self-

governing Korean Methodist church,

Meanwhile other Protestant missions
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had entered Korea in the wake of the

pioneering northern Presbyterians and

Methodists: Australian Presbyterians

(1889) ,

independent Baptists (1889) .

Anglicans (1890) ,

Southern Presbyte-

rians (1892) .
Southern Methodists

(I89b) ,

Canadian Presbyterians (1898)

and Seventh Day Adventists (1903) . In

1907 Charles Cowman and

28

29

L jh, . Vf , r k f Wcl*w J

Kilbourne b^anLevangelistic we*k for

the Oriental Missionary Society (now

0MS International) from which grew I 2-
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o£Srrh7 the Korean Evangelical Church.

The Salvation Armv entered in 1908. >•*<

The different missions very early

saw the necessity of avoiding unseem-

ly denominational competition. In

1905 a General Council of Evangelical

Missions in Korea was founded, which

[became the Federal Council of Protest-

ant Evangelical Missions in 1912. As

Korean denominations were organized

distinct from the foreign missions, a

Federal Council of Churches and Mis-

sions was formed in 1919 .
changing

its name in 1929 to the/National

Christian Council, and eventually to

the Korea National Council of Church-

es . Besides acting as channels

for church cooperation, the councils

|

hav^e- cons i«^nte4y sponsored series

I

o f evangelistic campaigns.

From the beginning the Korean

wxs -
,

church -been a missionarv ciiwee+t.

One of the first seven Koreans or-

dained to the Presbyterian ministry

in 1907 was sent as a missionary to

Cheju island, and missions to

Siberia (1909) ,
Japan (1909) and

Manchuria (1910) followed. These

earliest Korean missions centered on

work among ex-patriate Koreans but

. . f
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but the churohes-I—missionary -etttr^a-eh

v/kfl A
was exf>a«ded to intercultural witness

when the Methodists in 1910 and Pres-

byterians in 1912 undertook missions

to the Chinese in China. After World

War II the whole world became a mis-

sion field for Korean Christians as

their missionaries spread from

Thailand to Ethiopia, and from Viet-

nam to Los Angeles.

The Korean church's emDhasis on

evangelism and missions has alwavs

been eluarl-** - and naferrrerlr^ linked to

n. I J
compassionate £o eia-l concern attd jr,

all the

needs of the people, even to patrio-

tic Drotest against the injustices of

colonialist imperialism. The Rev.

Kil Sun-Ju was more than Korea's

foremost evangelist in the Great Re-

vival; he was also an organizer of

the 1919 independence movement a-

gainst the Japar^se occupation, and

was principal Christian signator of

Korea's Declaration of Independence.

Of the 33 signers, sixteen were Chris-

tian. a1r'a"trLme'when-^only-d%— t-he

country -was Christian.

It was the Christian faith also

which revolutionized Korea education-
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pansion began, but an era also mar-

red by grievous divisions. During

the war the Japanese had forced an

artificial union, the Korean Christ-

ian Church, on Korean Protestants,

pressuring it into a compromising

surrender to Shinto shrine ceremonies

With the restoration of freedom the

union fell apart but reaction against

union plunged the churches into a de-

cade of shattering schisms. Presby-

terians, the largest denomination,

broke apart into four major groups

and a score of minor splinters. Ca-

tholics, the second largest, main-

tained their unity, but Methodists

and Korean Evangelical (formerly Ho-

liness)
,
the third and fourth, both

divided. In addition new Tnission

groupsentered the country which

while not promoting division further

accented Protestant diversity: Sou-

thern Baptists the Evangelical Alli-

ance Mission, a number of Pentecost-

al bodies, Nazarenes and Missouri

Lutherans

.

Rut the most devastating division

of all was political: the arbitrary
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north and a democratic south. Until

then the majority of Korea's Christ-

ians had been in the north, but bru-

tal persecution from 1945 to 1950

stamped out the organized church in

the north. Not a single church build-

CIsmI Ir^-Ja

was left in uas. During the Korea

War (1950-53) thousands of Christian

refugees fled south.

In the south, despite the setbacks

of schism the church continued to

grow. A
Sew foms of "itne^s^er^adap^

ted to the changing times.
^
Suddenly

called to face communist invasion in

1950 the South Korean Armed Services

welcomed the formation of a Christian

Chaplains Corps though the country

was still less than 10/o Christian.

Chri§XJ-an refugee s—fled south from

imun.ijt oppress 1
'

n n hni I ding -row

ctetfetoft-a-s they came. Christians

commended themselves to the general

populace by unforgettable demonstra-

tion of compassion for the victims of

war through their hospitals, relief

organizations and orohansga agencies

such as World Vision, Holt Children's

Services, Compassion and the Christ-

ian Children's Fund. The first
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the victims of war through their

Ditals, relief organizations and

orphanaee*. c^^trch-^hr±^tr±an-agen-

b as World Visiorr, bolt's Child-

d s-.Ser ivees ,

- Compass ion and-the

iatian Children's Fund. It is

tie wonder -that through wars and

r^ions and persecutions, the rni-

Us *"

Ip of growth ^continued

.

and the

istian community in Korea steadily

f

ibled,.every ten years.
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